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Genesis 25:27-28 
The boys grew up, and Esau became a skilful 
hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob 
was content to stay at home among the 
tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, 
loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Parental favouritism 
began to split the family



Genesis 29:31-32 
 When the Lord saw that Leah was not loved, he 
enabled her to conceive, but Rachel remained 
childless. Leah became pregnant and gave birth 
to a son. She named him Reuben, for she said, 
“It is because the Lord has seen my misery. 
Surely my husband will love me now.”

Destructive rivalry
intensifies 



Genesis 30:4-6 
So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife. 
Jacob slept with her, and she became pregnant 
and bore him a son. Then Rachel said, "God has 
vindicated me; he has listened to my plea and 
given me a son." Because of this she named him 
Dan.  

Destructive rivalry
intensifies 



Genesis 30:7-8 
Rachel's servant Bilhah conceived again and bore 
Jacob a second son. Then Rachel said, "I have 
had a great struggle with my sister, and I have 
won." So she named him Naphtali.  

Destructive rivalry
intensifies 



Genesis 30:22-24 
 Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to 
her and enabled her to conceive. She became 
pregnant and gave birth to a son and said, “God 
has taken away my disgrace.” She named him 
Joseph, and said, “May the Lord add to me 
another son.”

Destructive rivalry
intensifies 



Genesis 37:2 
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending 
the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah 
and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives, and he 
brought their father a bad report about them.  

Enter Joseph
remember where he came from 



Genesis 37:3 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his 
other sons, because he had been born to him in 
his old age; and he made a richly ornamented 
robe for him.

Enter Joseph
remember where he came from 



Genesis 37:3 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his 
other sons, because he had been born to him in 
his old age; and he made a richly ornamented 
robe for him.

Joseph calls us
i. to beware repeating patterns



Genesis 37:3 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his 
other sons, because he had been born to him in 
his old age; and he made a richly ornamented 
robe for him.

Joseph calls us
ii. to believe in God’s call




